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The ANCYL remains home for all
young people

The rupturing revolt by the youth of 1976 remains a

: A milestone in the struggle for freedom and social justice in
South Africa. It culminated in an explosive response to a
system of repression concocted to demobilize political
activities in South Africa.

June 16 1976 was the build up of maturing political, social
and economic tensions that were building up in South
Africa since the banning of political parties and heightening
of political repression.

More than 1000 young school children were shot and killed and thousands injured all
over the country. The collaboration of resistance swelled throughout the South
African landscape prompted in resistance to “the psychology of being in control”.
Thousands of young people left the country to join umkhonto wesizwe (MK) and other
armed liberation forces, some were sent to universities to study.

The period prior June 16 evoked pressure from young people around the world who
called for the release of Nelson Mandela in the “Free Mandela” campaign.
Collectively, the struggles inside South Africa, on the Continent and internationally
began to crystallize against the Apartheid Government and solidify around the African
National Congress.

The Congress of South African Students (COSAS) was formed in 1979 as a result of
the banning of organisations that realized the uprising of 1976. COSAS’ formation
was inspired by the bravery of young learners who raised their fists against apartheid
repression. Having adopted the Freedom Charter, COSAS provided impetus to the
broader liberation struggles and “generated a leadership cadre characterized by its
political maturity and insight and above all its courage. Together with other township
youth formations it provided a militant backbone to the entire democratic movement
not only through its own struggles but also through its former students as they
reached tertiary institutions, joined trade unions, community organisations and armed
liberation forces.

The formation of the United Democratic Front (UDF) in 1983, depicted unity in
diversity, simmered the 1970’s call to “Free Mandela” and the call to make South
Africa ungovernable. This was realized in the campaign for united action, towards the
unbanning of the ANC and its support for the formation of South African Youth
Congress (SAYCO). The United Democratic Front fortified the phases towards
achieving National Liberation during the banning of the ANC and its Youth League
especially during township uprisings and the State of Emergency.

In 1987, the South African Youth Congress was formed. This was critical in
illustrating the creation of new layers of youth leadership. Its impact was in the
strength of its numbers and the diversity of its affiliates constituting Trade Unions and
religious, sport and cultural formations. The force and fighting spirit of the young lions
was demonstrated in resilience during the State of Emergency. Peter Mokaba
engineered mass based support through militancy and radicalism, which was
embedded on the need to defend and advance the ideals of the Congress
movement.

WEEK IN REVIEW

Violence erupts in uMlazi |
Properties were set alight, one
person killed and others wounded
during a brawl at the hostel. COPE
accused ANC of attacking its
supporters, but the ANC distanced
itself and said that the incidents were
criminal and not politically motivated.

Eskom wants more tarrif hike |
The electricity utility has requested
34 percent price increase from
National Energy Regulator of South
Africa (Nersa). COSATU, Nelson
Mandela Bay and Cape Town
municipalities called Nersa to reject
Eskom’s application.

DA government wants back the
land | The DA controlled Western
Cape government is considering
legal action to reverse the transfer of
land given to the Housing
Development Agency by the ANC
provincial government shortly before
April's general elections.

More woes at the SABC | Three
SABC Board members have
resigned forcing the board no to
quorade. The Board chairperson has
also resigned as chair but continue
to serve as a board member.




The political temperature had risen in South Africa, the apartheid government could
no longer take the heat, and pressure was mounting from within the country despite
the banning of the ANC, its Youth League and other political parties against the racist
apartheid regime intensified.

The UDF and its affiliates including SAYCO carried the torch towards the unbanning
of the ANC and the release of Nelson Mandela in 1990. The support for the ANC was
demonstrated by its unbanning in 1991. The apartheid forces agreement to
negotiations was not a compromise, but a capitulation to the struggles of the people
of South Africa. Young people have proven through various generations that youth
remain the force that mobilizes society behind the ANC and primary agents for
change.

Like others who in our recent past miscalculated the militancy and fearlessness of the
ANCYL’s strategic analysis of the political landscape in South Africa, and chose to
break away from the ANC, the ANCYL brought victory to the people of South Africa
and the ANC in its victory in the 4™ National General Elections.

In what was probably the most fiercely contested elections, the ANCYL attested to
the true democratic values of the Constitution of South Africa. It indicated that the
generations that brought this democracy to maturity have not done so in vain. Whilst
fledgling parties tried to leave their nests prematurely and engage in an attempt to
wreak havoc and divide the African National Congress, the Youth League emerged
and mobilized young people in their scores to go to the polls. Generations of youth
past and present confirmed the ANC as the only hope, the only advocate and the
only true Congress of the People.

In a whirlwind victory, the vibrant voice of the South Africa’s youth was heard as it
was in 1976. The African National Congress Youth League, as in all its generations,
remained committed to its twin tasks of mobilizing young behind the vision of the
ANC whilst championing their interests, to ensure that the slogan of the first
generation of the ANCYL, “Freedom in our Lifetime” remains and that the martyrs of
our struggle mirror their vision, unwavering fear and selflessness to the generations
to come to strengthen the African National Congress. Our generation of the ANCYL
has lived up to expectations and fulfilled its role in defence of the ANC. However, our
goals will be truly realized and celebrated only when the majority of South Africans
are emancipated from poverty and starvation.

The month of June requires all young people to make nation-building a responsibility
and to ensure that social cohesion remains an unconditional individual task. We
have realized that the success of the intergenerational vote since the first democratic
elections have turned the voting power at the polls into real influence over policies.

The culmination of such influence and achievement has demonstrated the militancy
of the ANCYL and its commitment to the Freedom Charter in the establishment of the
National Youth Development Agency (NYDA). From the beginning, the ANCYL
elections strategy was underpinned by the need to speak to young people in their
language and in places where they are found.

The gains since 1976 have cumulatively built on the legacy of generations past and
generations into the future in the delivery of seamless, holistic and integrated
development of young people. The NYDA is a direct consequence of the ANCYL 22"
National Congress of 2004, and the proclamation of the NYDA Act 58 of 2008 into
law by the President of South Africa on 6" February 2009.

This resulted in the timeous appointment and announcement of the Board of the
NYDA on the 30" April 2009. The ANCYL did not abdicate its responsibility to
champion youth interests during the elections. We disaggregated our energies to
fight for the adoption of the NYDA Act and the National Youth Policy and in the
process mobilizing young people to vote for the ANC.

Young people in South Africa must be led out of the abuse of alcohol, drugs and
substances that elevate their vulnerability. The time has now come for young people
to unify during the trying socio-economic imperfections of the 21° Century. Young
people should be taught and encouraged to stay clear of risky sexual behaviours. As
we recall that the contentious issues of 1976 were not exclusive, young people
revolted all over the country; they identified with the vision of a truly non-racial, non-
sexist, democratic and prosperous South Africa, and shed the differences of race that
defined the strategy of the oppressor.

THIS WEEK IN HISTORY

12 June 1964: Nelson Mandela,
Dennis Goldberg, Walter Sisulu,
Govan Mbeki, Kames Kantor, Andrev
Mlangeni, Elias Motsoaledi and
Raymond Mhlaba were sentenced to
life imprisonment in the Pretoria
Supreme Courts Rivonia trial.

14 June 1982: Albertina Sisulu was
placed under a banning order for the
fifth time since 1963.

15 June 2001: National Anti-

Corruption Forum was launched as a
milestone in the fight against

corruption and was consistent with th
global call to address the problem of
corruption from various angles whilst
carefully considering the local contex

16 June 1976: Students peaceful
protest in Soweto against the use of
Afrikaans as a medium of instruction
escalated into a nation-wide revolt
and irreversibly revitalised the
struggle for liberation in South Africa.
The day is now celebrated as the
Youth Day to mark not just the
sacrifices made by the youth on that
day.

17 June 1992: Approximately 300
armed residents of kwaMadala hoste
shot and hacked their way through
Boipatong leaving forty-six people
dead and scores injured, including
women and children.

18 June 1951: The Suppression of
Communism Act was introduced by
the apartheid regime in an attempt to
curb the influence of the Communist
Party South Africa (CPSA). Other
formations that opposed the
government's racist policies also felt
the wrath of this Act.




The ANCYL remains the best political solace for all young South Africans irrespective
of race and sex. The role of young people in shaping what they visualize their future
to be remains their task. During the month of June and beyond we must support the
process towards the National Health Insurance Scheme that aims to provide
healthcare for all South Africans including young people who face basic healthcare
challenges and address the vast dilemma of HIV and AIDS that continue to
deteriorate the optimal lives of our young people. We should further support the
process towards the review of the National Students’ Financial Aid Scheme into a
Scheme that will additionally insulate capable needy students from University and
post secondary training fees.

The commitments to the Manifesto of the ANC in President Jacob Zumas State of the
Nation Address must be translated to young people, who, will benefit from the
creation of decent work which will be at the center of our economic policies. An
immediate task of the Expanded Public Works Programme (EPWP) is to create 500
000 jobs by December 2009 and 4 million by 2014. The task to reduce
unemployment amongst young people in line with the task of EPWP then becomes
apparent. The NYDA should speed up efforts to integrate as many young people into
the economy as possible.

The increase in access to higher education of young people from poor families is
evidence of the achievements of the ANCYL towards the goal of Free Education until
the First undergraduate degree. The struggles of Education as epitomized in 1976
must continue in order to achieve complete total emancipation from poverty and
starvation.

The responsibility of the ANCYL should become the collective responsibility of all
South Africas young people. We must continue to advance the objectives of a unified,
skiled and properly remunerated public service as an instrument of the
developmental state. This advocates the cumulative task of all young people in civil
society, business, young professionals, the public service including unemployed
young people who must be the future they envisage by taking their successes, skills
and talents to their communities.

Young South Africans should respond to the call of the Ministry of Police to recruit
volunteers to fight crime in our communities. Active citizenship starts with our young
people as protagonists for peace and justice. Youth Month and beyond must
celebrate the vibrant voice of youth, by embracing the task, being footstools of our
people and continue to influence the State, Organisation and the Alliance.

We celebrate Youth Month whilst we host the FIFA Confederation Cup and prepare
for the 2010 World Cup. Such a remarkable achievement requires us to reflect
National Pride in all our actions especially in supporting our home team, Bafana
Bafana. The spirit of the nation during the victories of our sporting teams have
exuded our love for South Africa, let it be one of the many symbols of pride that tie us
together as we host our foreign guests.

We have a great task ahead of us and we are sure that we will not disappoint South
Africas youth, but will do everything in our power to ensure that young peoples lives
are radically improved and that they have access to sustainable opportunities.

Aluta Continua!

>> Julius Malema is President of the African National Congress Youth League

LATEST STATEMENTS

ANC statement on National Health
Insurance (NHI), 8 June 2009
http://www.anc.org.za/show.php?doc
=ancdocs/pr/2009/pr0608b.html

ANC-COSATU statement on
meeting with Public Sector Ministers,
8 June 2009
http://www.anc.org.za/show.php?doc
=ancdocs/pr/2009/pr0608b.html




VIEW POINT | BY NATHI MTHETHWA
Be an active part of the fight against
crime

As part of the effort to improve our crime fighting capacity,
President Jacob Zuma during the State of the Nation
Address highlighted among others, the need to enhance
our detective and forensic services.

This is a massive task that involves many aspects of the
criminal justice system. Central in this regard, is the
development of capacity for fighting and reducing crime,
and thus the need to review the functioning of the whole
Justice Crime Prevention and Security (JCPS) value chain
and to ensure integration and coordination.

Specific measures include: steps to ensure speedy
finalization of investigations and cases; use of alternative
custodial sanction where appropriate; maintaining and
safeguarding the identity of citizens and foreign nationals;
the maximum and efficient utilization of facilities and infrastructure within the JCPS
Cluster including integration of Information Technology systems; bringing courts
closer to communities; increasing the number of prosecutors, legal-aid practitioners,
systems development, coordinating mechanism for border management,
development and implementation of performance management criteria for the JCPS
Cluster; and the establishment of the awaiting detainees branch as part of the
Department of Correctional Services.

To give a sense of the scale of the programmes being undertaken, approximately 12
900 detectives are already undergoing training in various detective courses. More
than 1120 of these are sitting for advanced courses. Our training programmes are
benchmarked with international policing agencies to ensure the maintenance of
requisite standards.

Part of the criminal justice system modernisation process is going to involve the
application of technology solutions to manage routine operations, reduce costs and
eliminate waste and automating paper intensive systems. The Information
Technology systems of the various cluster departments are being integrated to
ensure greater utilisation of technology in the fight against crime.

Our forensic services will be strengthened through the passing of the Criminal Law
(Forensic Procedures) Amendment Bill, a task we must accomplish within the year.
We have declared war against organised crime and corruption in the public as well as
the private sector. We shall move with speed to finalise all matters relating to the
establishment of the Directorate of Priority Crime Investigation (DPCI). The head has
been appointed and we are on course to ensure that it will be fully functional by the
1st of July.

The time has come for the subject of crime to be on the agenda of every home,
private or public organisation, not only in the form of a passive debate, but as part of
the effort to reclaim our peace, security and comfort. We all have an ongoing
responsibility to improve our capacity to prevent crime before it is committed.

There is no police organisation that can be everywhere every time. Nor is there a
police service that can predict every possible incident of crime. An improved capacity
to prevent crimes before they occur requires active partnerships between the police
and the public.

LATEST SPEECHES

Opening address by His Excellency,
the President JG Zuma at the World
Economic Forum on Africa,

10 June 2009
http://www.thepresidency.gov.za/sho
w.asp?include=president/sp/2009/sp
06101827.htm&ID=1943&type=sp

Address by the Deputy President
Kgalema Motlanthe, at the SALGA
National Members Assembly,

10 June 2009
http://www.thepresidency.gov.za/sho
w.asp?include=deputy/sp/2009/sp06
101426.htm&ID=1942&type=sp

Address by President Jacob Zuma in
response to the debate on the State
of the Nation Address, 9 June 2009
http://www.anc.org.za/show.php?doc
=ancdocs/history/zuma/2009/jz0609.
html

UPCOMING EVENTS

President Jacob Zuma will deliver
a keynote address at the 2009
Youth Day Commemoration and
launch of the National Youth
Development.

Tuesday 16 June 2009
Huntersfeild Stadium, Katlehong
09h00




Over the centuries African communities used the letsema, ilima, as a way of tackling
problems collectively. We must continue with the efforts aimed at the retention of this
progressive tradition which gives practical expression to the aspiration of human
solidarity.

Government continues to strengthen the structural design aimed at assisting to better
realise our safety objectives and deepening and tightening the interface between
communities and the police service. This design includes the establishment of
Community Safety Forums (CSF), street or village committees, and the strengthening
of the current Community Policing Forum establishment programme.

Community Safety Forums will help in the monitoring and functional coordination of
the criminal justice system at the local or municipal level. The establishment of street
and village committees will take crime combating and crime prevention to every
corner of our country. We commend those communities already in action on this
score and encourage others to follow suit.

We are going to be tough on criminals. We shall soon be launching and escalating
throughout the country, Operation Washa Tsotsi as part of strengthening the social
contract against crime.

Law enforcement cannot succeed if the social, economic, ideological and cultural
conditions continue to spawn criminality. The living environment must itself be less
conducive to crime. Together we must change this situation. We should harness all
the peoples creative potential to deepen the culture of civic responsibility and human
solidarity.

The security cluster will also deepen its interface with labour, churches, business, the
private security industry, traditional leaders, the youth and all other stakeholders. The
youth is the energy of society. The young lions represent the future and have the
energy and capacity to land a telling blow on this social ill.

>> Nathi Mthethwa is an ANC NEC member and Minister of Police

DO IT FOR MADIBA
Give 67 minutes of your time to the

worthy cause

On 18 July - the first president of democratic South Africa, former
President Nelson Mandela will turn 91. His values and his
example of dedication to the service of humanity is a shining to
people all over the world.

An international campaign has been initiated by the Nelson
Mandela Foundation and related organisations, called
Mandela Day. It will be celebrated on the 18th of July each
year and will give people in South Africa and all over the world the opportunity to do
something good to help others.

“Madiba was politically active for 67 years, and he taught us that this country belongs to
all, black and white. On Mandela Day people all over the world, in the workplace, at
home and in schools, are called upon to spend at least 67 minutes of their time doing
something useful within their communities, especially among the less fortunate,”
President Jacob Zuma.

Support Mandela Day and encourage the world to join us in this wonderful campaign.




